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Novosalic has replaced former congressmun John B-

>en; Gart' Vi, Levin (D-Maeh.) ednbicted his
supporters the other day to complain about shady
practicea by firma that jssue credit cards,

Presidential Perks

The White House is asking for more than $2.5 million in fiscal 2009 lo taka care of surviving
presidents’ needs. That doesn't include the cost of Secret Service prokection, a figure the federal
government no longer releases. The last available total, from fiscal 2000, was $23.7 million.

Fiscal year 2009 budgot requests

Lsped reguest
In categery Jimavy Gurter

George HW, Bush Bill climton

Former presidents' benafts  $194,000 [N  3:94.000 HENDEEE 4204000 RN

Personnel compensation 56.000 N g6.000 I 96,000 1IN
Personnel beneflts 2.000] 64,000 I il ]
Travel 2,000} 56,000 1

Office rental paymems 102,000 g 175,000 BN

Telephone 17.000

Postage 13,000}

Printing Lol |

Other services (1353

Supplles and materials

Equipment 7,000}

Toral $518,000

FOURCE: Ganaral Borvico Adminiycration
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Post-White House, a Pretty Good Deal

‘oshington Post Spuff Wrirer

Longafter they leave office, American presidents are
sl with us,

Many stay in the public eye, of course, calling atten-
tion to the Middle Bast peace process, AIDS or disaster
reliel. They give speechies for substantial sums and
sometimes even stump for their spouse on the cam-

paign tadl,

All the while, in the limelight or out, they are still on

the public dime,

ere I3 the lifetime pension, in effect since Con-
gresa approved it in 1958. The award is taxable and
pegded to the annual salary for Cabinet secretaries,
which these days I3 $191,300, according to tha Con
gressional Research Service.

But that iz just the best-known ex-presidential perk.
There are travel cots, postage, office rentil an sug:
plies, Former U.S. chlef executives enjoy lifetime sul
aidics from the people they once served.

The White }zn.me'a 2009 bodget requcst seeks a to-
tal of more than $2.5 willion to take care of surviving
presidents’ necds. That doean't include the cost of pro-
viding Secret Service protection for them, a figura the
federal government uo longer releases for public con-
sumption, The Jagt available figure, from fiscal 2000,
wag $23.7 wuillion.

Bruce Buchanan, » profeasor of government and
presidential scholar at the University of Texas at Aua-
tin, s2id most Ameri¢ans understand that former presi-
dents continue to draw federal dollars, even if they
don’t kniow every detail of where the mnoney goes,

“My guessisit's kind of a tacit collusion between the
parties” Buchanan eaid. “They both occasionally have
presidents, and they went their fomuer presidents
treated wefl, They are regarded as national resourcen.
Most of them do good works and make good uge of the
money. and do graduslly reduce the bite that they take

0 VAT — ALSOEUTTR PR
Socret Service officers accompanied Bl CRnton ag ha
teft 2 hook signing in London kast October.

out of the Treasury as time goes on, And-they are sel-
dom charity cages in any event.” . s
Recently released tax returns show that former
president Bl Clinton and Sen. Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton (D-N.Y.) have eamned more than $100 million aince
leaving the White House, President Bush and wife Lan-
ra reported income of nearly $924,000 Iast year, and
have a ranch in central Texas and vther substantial as-

So, given the conaiderable resonrces and ‘eaming
power of former presidents, ia there an argumeat for
ending some of d!n)ei: lifetime entitlements and award-
ing thein only a9 needed?

*There ¢ould be, especislly when you have presi-
dents who accumulate what most wontd regard as fab-
ulous wealth,” said Buchanan, who added that such a
change Is highly unlikely. “The question is who has got
the palitical capital to pursue it and who wanta to use it
on that iasue.”
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The Poker Players Alliance i3 about to mak
bet on the upcoming electiona. The two-year-




